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OBSERVATIONS 



ON 

THE EMIGRATION STATISTICS OE IRELAND 

FOR THE TEAR 1SS4. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN POYNTZ, EARL SPENCER, KG. 

•Sic., ifec., &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 

' Mir IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

I beg to forward detailed tables showing by ages and occupations the number of 
Emi grants from Ireland during the year 188 A, with the ports at which they embarked 
and their intended destinations. 

The number of Emigrants who left Irish ports in 1SS4 was 76,043, a decrease of 32,873 
as compared with 1883 ; the number of males being 38,177, or 17,316 less than in the 
previous year, and of females, 37,866, a decrease of 15,657. 

Of the 76,043 Emigrants in 1884, 75,863 were natives of Ireland, and 180 were 
persons belonging to other countries. 

The following Table (I.) gives the number of Emigrants from each province in 1S83 
and 1SS4, by sexes, and the decrease in the latter year. Of the 75,863 persons — 
natives of Ireland — who left in 1884, 14,063, or 11*0 per 1,000 of the population of the 
Province in 1SS1, were from Leinster; 24,363, orl8'3 per 1,000, from Munster; 21,704, 
or 12-5 per 1,000, from Ulster ; and 15,733, or 19T per 1,000, from Connaught— the total 
number being equal to 147 per 1,000 of the population of Ireland in 1881. 

Comparing 1SS4 with 1S83, Leinster exhibits a decrease of 6,645, Munster of 4,916, 
Ulster of 8,214, and Connaught of 13,086 persons. 

Table I. — Showing the number of Emigrants from each Province during 1883 and 1SS4. 



Emigrants from 


Male*. 


Females. 


Total. 


1833. 


1884. 


1003. 


1884. 


1003. 


J 004. 


»• f Leinster, 


10,831 


7,3G3 


9,877 


6,700 


20, 70S 


14,0G3 


3 I Munster, 


15,080 


12,133 


14,199 


12,230 


29,279 


24,303 


2 1 Ulstor, 


15,554 


11,401 


14,364 


10,303 


29,918 


21,704 


l Connaught, 


13,799 


7,157 


15,020 


8,576 


28,819 


15,733 


Total — Natives of Ireland, 


55,264 


38,054 


53.460 


37,809 


108,724 


75,SG3 


Persons belonging to (Alter 














Countries, . 


129 


123 


G3 


Ol 


192 


ISO 


General Total, 


55,393 


38,177 


53,523 


37,866 


108,916 


76,043 


Decrease in 1884, . 


17, 


216 


15, GST 


32.S73 



The total number of Emigrants — natives of Ireland — who left the Irish ports from the 
1st of May, 1S51 (the date at which the collection of these returns commenced), to the 
31st of December, 1S84, is 2,989,337, — 1,586,878 males and 1,402,449 females. The 
Dumber for each year is given in the following Table (II.), from which it appears that 
emigration from Ireland steadily increased from 37,587 in 1S76 — the year in which the 
™l®st number was registered— to 38,503 in 1S77, 41,124 in 1S78, 47,065 in 1879, 
whilst in 1880 the number rose to 95,517, but fell in 1S81 to 78,417. In 1883, 
however, an increase of 10,719 took place, comparing that year with the previous one, 
and a further increase of 19,588 occurred in 18S3, but a decrease of 32,861 has taken 
pace in 1884 compared with the previous year. In the decade from 1S66 to 1875 the 
average annual number was 74,667, and in the preceding decade, from 1856 to 1865, 
e average number of Emigrants per annum amounted to 88,272, while in the four 
preceding years, from 1852 to 1.855, the number averaged 148,9S5 annually. The 
“Umbers fluctuated from 190,322 in 1S52 to 37,587 in 1S76. The Emigration in 1883 
only been exceeded twice since 1854, viz., in 1S63 and 1864. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1SS4. 



Table II — Showmo- the Number of Emigrants— N atives of Ireland — in each year 
from the 1st of May, 1S51 ,* to the 31st of December, 1884. 



| Years. j 


No. of 
Emigrants. 


Years. 


No. of 
Emigrant*. 


Years. 


Emigrants. 


Years. 


No. of 
Emigrants. 


1851, esfi}.?)' 

1852, . 




1SCC, . 


84,621 


18G9, . 


66,568 


1S78, . 


41,124 




1861, . 


04,292 


1870, . 


74,855 




47,065 






70,117 


1871, . 


71,240 




95,517 


1S54, . 




1803, . 


117,229 


1872, . 


78,102 




78,417 




1S64, . 


114,109 


1873, . 






89,136 


1850, . 
1857, . 

1558, . 

1559, . 


90,7 SI 


1865, . 


101,497 


1874, . 


73,184 




108,724 


95,081 


1806, . 
1867, . 


99,467 

80,024 


1875, . 
1870, . 


51,402 

37,587 




75,863 


S0,599 


1808, . 


C1.01S 


1S77, . 


38,503 


Total, 


2,9S9,327 



• The date at which the collection ol these Returns commenced. 



Number of The succeeding Table (III.) is in continuation of one published annually for some 
Emigrants years past and note oives the number and sex of the Emigrants from each county and 
torn each jL 0Tince fr om the isf rf May, 1851, to the 31st of December, 1884. For purposes of 
Pra“Sc“ comparison of the several counties and provinces the per-centage of emigrants to the 
population! is also shown. 

From this table it appeal’s that during the above period 3,023,908 persons emigrated 
from Irish ports. Of these, 2,989,327 were natives of Ireland, and 34,531 were persons 
belonging to other countries. The former number (2,939,327,) represents a proportion 
of 52' 1 ! per cent, of the population ;! Munster having contributed 1,021,582 persons, or 
67*0 per cent, of the population of the province; Ulster, SS0,352 or 46 '9 per cent.; 
Connaught, 415,494, or 46 ’3 per cent.; and Leinster, 561,231 or 39’0 per cent, of its 
population.! In 110,668 instances the county from which the persons came was not 
specified in the returns; since 1876, however’, this information has been given in every 
instance with the exception of 53 cases in 1880. 



Table III. — Showing the Number of Emigrants, by Sexes, from the 1st of May, 1851, 
to the 31st of December, 1884, by Counties and Provinces, with the Ratio to the 
Population.! 





Estimated 


Emigrants from 1st May, 185 


, to 31st December, 1881. 




Population. f. 


Males. | 


Females. 


1 EmiRTMtl to 
Total. 1 every 100 if the 

| Popotabn. 


Provisos op Leinster 
Carlow County, .... 
Dublin „ . 

Kildare „ 

Kilkenny „ 

King's „ . 

Longford „ 

Louth, and Drogheda County of Town, 
Meath County, .... 
Queen’s „ 

Westmeath „ . 

Wexford „ 

Wicklow „ . 


55,891 

411,336 

80,715 

123,235 

87,898 

69,941 

90,109 

108,551 

88,810 

88,271 

145,201 

83,635 


13,014 

48.144 
16,211 
31,322 
24,538 

23.144 
17,339 
28,707 
22,756 
22,065 
82,800 
13,475 


12,317 

39,585 

13,725 

29,238 

23,396 

22,101 

18,565 

2G,438 

22,048 

19,363 

29,911 

11,029 




45’3 

21-3 

34’5 

49’1 

54’5 

C4’7 

39« 

50’S 

50-4 

46-9 

43’2 

293 


Torn, .... 


1,439,599 


293,515 


267,716 


561,231 


39’0 


Province of IIuxster. 
Clare County, 

Cork „ 

Ken y „ 

Limerick „ 

Tipperary „ 

Waterford „ . 


167,028 

552,054 

209,363 

212,249 

249,618 

133,826 


57,469 

195,648 

73,734 

73,486 

87,377 

42,798 


57,446 

176,957 

69,366 

71,056 

81,136 

35,109 


114,915 

372,605 

143,100 

144,542 

168,513 

77,907 


68-8 
67 ’5 
68’4 
68’1 
67’5 
58-3 


Total, 


1,524,138 


530,512 


491,070 


1,021,582 


67-0 



t According to the Census Returns ol 1881, 1881, 1871, and 1881. 
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Table III. — continued. 



Provinces and Coi-sties. 


Estimated 


Emigrants from 1st May, iuu 


, to 31st December. 1384: 


Population. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Kmr.irr.iit*. to 

every IIKi of the 
Population. 


Province of Ulster. 

Antrim County, .... 
Armagh » 

Cavan » 

Donegal „ 

Down „ 

Fermanagh „ 

Londonderry „ 

Monaghan „ 

Tyrone » • 


387,209 
182,121 
149,477 
229,102 
300, 2S7 
99.909 
178,775 
121,470 
220, SOS 


125.278 

42.580 

44,923 

51.S0G 

71,312 

22.020 

47.232 

31.890 

57,473 


S9.35C 

33,010 

42,100 

41,964 

46,771 

20.737 

35,039 

28,573 

4S,21G 


214,034 

75,590 

87,029 

93,830 

118,083 

42,757 

82,271 

00,403 

105,089 


415 

58‘2 

410 

39- 3 
42 S 

40- 0 
49-8 
40-0 


Total, .... 


1,875,221 


494,580 


385,772 


880,352 


4G-9 


Province of Connaught. 

Galway County, .... 
Leitrim „ 

Mayo „ 

Roscommon „ 

Sligo • 


571.323 

100,499 

254,401 

151.007 

119,900 


G8.804 

2(5,817 

50,305 

37.032 

23,437 


GS.793 

20,455 

52,802 

30,143 

24,790 


137.057 

53.272 

103,107 

is’eia 


50-7 

53-0 

40-5 

48-4 

40-2 


Total, .... 


897,250 


200,505 


203,989 


415,494 


40*3 


County unspecified, 


- 


01,706 


43,902 


lio.oos 


- 


Total — Natives of Ireland, 


- 


1,580.878 


1,402,449 


2.9S9.327 


*1 


Persons belonging to other Countries who 
embarked at Irish Ports from 1S5S to 
1884, inclusive, .... 


_ 


23.G83 


10,SDS 


34,531 





General Total, . 


5,730,214 


1,010,561 


1,413,347 


3,023,908 





The ages of the Emigrants are given by Provinces in Table IY., from which it appears Agia of 
that 70 - 5 per cent, of the persons who left Ireland in 1S8-I were between the ages ot E,mi 8 nint3 - 
fifteen and thirty-five years, the per-centage over that age being 12 6, and of children 
under fifteen years 16‘9. The corresponding per-centages in 1883 were G7'9, 12’0, and 
20‘0 respectively; and in 155 cases or 0'1 per cent, the ages were unspecified. The 
proportion of the Emigrants in 18S4, who were from fifteen to thirty -five years of age, 
is less than in any year since 1879, with the exception of 1SS3 ; in 1832 it was 74'S ; 
in 1881., 76-0; in 1880, 75 - 7 ; in 1S79, 73'2per cent. 



Table IV. — Showing the Number ami Ages of Emigrants from each Province, and from 
all Ireland during 1S84. 





Leinster. 


Munster. 


Ulster. 


Connaught. 


beli.IllJ- 
iu;: to 

other 
No. ”f 


Total. j 


Number 

of 

. 


Propor- 
tion per 

iich ti"e- 


Propor- 
N umber tiem per 

Persons, each nee- 


N umber 
of 

Persons. 


tion per 


Number 
P ° f 


Pr.-.r-nr- 

eachaat- 


' Pm; or- * 
Nnm’.ic-r that tier * 
of evU.'at 

Pel reus, emit litres- j 


'hi' 




103 


0-7 


88 


0-4 


258 


1-2 


144 


0-9 


1 


594 ! 0-8 




5, 


599 


4-3 


1,101 


4-5 


1,003 


7-4 


720 


4-0 


14 






15, 


1.209 


8-G 


2,317 


9-6 


2,557 


ll-S 


2,120 


13-5 




8,225 10-8 




25, 


7,5S3 


539 


13,335 


54-7 


9,705 


44-7 


8,720 


55*5 


43 


p.n.'Sf. . 31-8 




35, 


2,960 


21-0 


4,409 


1S-3 


4,022 


21-3 


2,079 


13-2 


06 


14,190 1ST 




45, 


S99 


6-4 


1,616 


6-G 


1,759 


8-1 


1,012 


0-i 


21 


5,307 ! G-9 


:/ - < f ; 


55 , 


509 


36 


1,049 


4-3 


S49 


■ii 


689 


4-4- 


7 


3,103 4-2 




00, 


110 


K1 


210 


0-9 


160 


0-7 


144 


0-9 


3 


C27 j O S 




91 


0-7 


178 


0-7 


189 


0-9 


1U5 


0-0 


3 


560 j 0-7 






















• j ‘ 






14,063 




24,363 


100- 


21,704 


100- 


15,733 


100- 


180 


70,043 1 100- 



On pages 8 and 9 will be found a table showing the ages of persons who emigrated from 
each county, and of persons belonging to other countries who embarked at Irish ports, 
distinguishing the sexes and conjugal condition. The only quinquennial age-period in 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1884. 

■which, the females outnumbered the males is that between fifteen and twenty, the number 
of females being 9,4S9, and of males 5, S 5 3. The quinquennial period 20-25 years 
furnished the largest number of both male and female emigrants — 12,274 males and 
11,770 females, or 316 per cent, of the entire number of emigrants. 

Of the 3S,177 males who emigrated, 6,091, or 16'0 per cent, were returned as married 
or widowers, and of the 37,866 females enumerated, 7,814 or 20'6 per cent, were 
described as married or widows. Of the 15,342 males and females between the ages of 
1 5 and 20, only 52 were married. 

Of the 75,S63 natives of Ireland who emigrated in 1S84, 66,873, or 88 '2 per cent., 
went to the Colonies or to Foreign Countries; and 8,990, or 11 ’8 por cent., to Great 
Britain. The United States of America in 1SS4, absorbed 56,808, or 74'9 per cent, of 
the number of native emigrants, compared with an average of 70,464, or 75 ‘S per 
cent, on the four preceding years. The numbers to New Zealand, decreased from 1,477 
in 1SS0, to 492 in 1881, audio 380 in 1882, rose to 1,656 in 1883, but decreased to 809 
in 1S84. Emigration to 'Canada shows a very large decrease in 1S84, compared with 
1883, the numbers being 4,060 in 1S84, and 11,070 in 1883. The emigrants to 
Australia in 1884. numbered 5,051, against 6,009 in 1883, 4,614 in 1882, 2,795 in 1881, 
and 2,576 in 1880. Of the 145 persons to “Other Countries,” 57 went to Buenos 
Ayres, 37 to South Africa, 17 to France, 20 to other parts of Europe, 8 to India, and 
6 to South America. 

Of the 56, SOS emigrants to the United States in 1884, Munster contributed 17,063, 
Ulster 13,669, Connaught 14,383, and Leinster 11,693. Munster also contributed 2,527 of 
the 5,051 who left for Australia. Ulster furnished the largest contingent to Canada 
— 2,195 out of a total of 4,060, and also contributed 371 out of the 809 for New Zealand. 

As before stated, 8,990 persons left Ireland in 1884 with the intention of settling 
permanently in Great Britain — 5,506 for England and Wales, and 3,4S4 for Scotland, the 
averages for the four preceding years being 5,943, and 5,289, respectively. More than 
one-half — 3,399 — of the number who went to England and Wales were Munster people, 
and of the 3,484 who wont to Scotland, no less than 3,096 were from the Province 
of Ulster. 1,095 of these being natives of the County Antrim. 

It may be well to add that the enumerators are instructed to make a return for each 
■passenger ship which may sail from any port within their district, and that by 
“emigrant” is to be understood a person who leaves Ireland with the intention of settling 
elseicnere. 

Table V. — Showing the Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left 
during the years 1880. 1SS1, 1SS2, 1883 and 1884; the Population in 1881, the Ratio 
of Emigrants to the Population ; and the Proportion per cent, of Emigrants to each 
Destination. 



Yens. 


T 


tin- Col 


Dies ami 


Foreign Countries. 




To G 


cat Britain. 




Population. 


Ratio of 
Smigranli 

1,000 of 
tho Popu- 


( C aitcd Australia 
States;. | 


Now 

Zealand. 


Canada. 


Other 

OOBtricS 


Total. 


England 

Wales. 


Scotland. 


Total. 


1880 


74,636 


2,576 


1,477 


3,052 


227 


81,968 


7,741 


5,808 


13,519 


95,517 


5,412,377 




17-6 


1881 


61,459 , 


2,795 


492 


2,916 


132 


67,794 


5,713 


4,910 


10,623 


78,417 






15-2 


1882 


65,962 4,614 
1 


3S0 


7,268 


256 


78,480 


4,984 


5,672 


10.C5G 


80,136 


| 5,171,836 




17-2 


1883 


79,793 ( 


6,009 


1,650 


11,070 


90 


98,623 


5,334 


4,767 


10,101 


108,724 


r (i88i) 




21-0 


1834 


5G,S08 


5,051 


809 


4,060 


145 


06,873 


5,506 


3,484 


8,990 


75,863 






14-7 


Proportion ter Cent. 




1830 


1 78-1 


2-7 


oc 


3-2 


* 


85-8 


8*1 


61 


142 


100- 


_ 




_ 


1881 


78-4 


3-C 




3*7 




80-5 


7*3 


6 2 


13*5 


100* 


_ 




- 


1SS2 


j 74-0 
1 


5-2 


1 -4 


8*1 


■3 


88-0 


5*6 


6-4 


12-0 


100* 


_ 




- 


1883 


73-4 


5-5 


j 1*5 


10-2 


1 '1 


90-7 


4*9 


4*4 


9-3 


100- 


_ 




_ 


18S4 


j 74-9 


G-6 


1 11 


5-4 


1 


8S-2 


7*2 


4-6 


11*8 


100- 


- 




- 



A table, showing the destinations of the emigrants in 1884, the population in 1881, 
and the ratio of emigrants to every 1,000 of the population for each county and 
province, is given at page 12. 
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A table, showing the occupations and ages of the emigrants of each sex in 1884 will be 
found on pages 10-11. From this it will be seen that of the 38,177 males who 
emigrated in that year, 24,710, or 647 per cent, were returned as "labourers.” In 
1883 the proportion of labourers to the entire male emigration was 647, and in 1SS2, 
69-8 per cent. Of the remaining occupations of males the most numerous were — 





1884. 


1883. 


1881. 


Farmers, .... 


. 1,969 


2,914 


3,140 


Carpenters and Joiners, 


718 


727 


710 


Mechanics, .... 


112 


151 


138 


Clerks and Accountants, 


777 


742 


658 


Servants, .... 


205 


358 


162 


Boot and Shoe Makers, . 


381 


458 


293 


Shopkeepers and Assistants, . 


413 


4S7 


310 


Tailors, .... 


254 


356 


159 


Masons and Paviors, 


184 


32S 


283 


Coopers, .... 


201 


192 


29 


Painters and Plumbers, 


209 


310 


181 


Bakers, Confectioners, . 


332 


301 


181 


Blacksmiths, 


290 


307 


132 



The instances amongst males, in which no occupation was specified, numbered 6,42-2, 
which iucluded 4,607 children under ten years of age. 

Of the 37,S66 females who emigrated in 1S84, 23,191 were returned as “servants,” 
3,468 as “housekeepers,” 298 as “seamstresses,” 493 as “ dressmakers and milliners,” 
172 as “farm servants,” and 43 as “ millworkers.” The “unspecified,” including 
“ wives and children,” numbered 10,121. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that it affords me much gratification to inform your Excel- 
lency that those members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police who were selected as Enumerators of the Emigration Statistics, discharged this 
duty with their usual efficiency. 



I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

THOMAS W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar ■ General. 



General Register Office, 
Charlemont House , Dublin, 
24 th January , 1885. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1884. 



I. — Table showing the Number and Ages of Persons, by Sexes, under One Year, and One Year old and upwards 
in quinquennial periods, and the Conjugal Condition of Adults, who Emigrated from Ireland during the 
Year ISS-i. 



Fiosi muT CotrNTT, Province, 




A 


i„ 




4 


4» 


U *w.' r 


aml^ 


4 


,£ 


to. 


■# 






•»6« 

fi 


Mold. 


BIM& 


Oeneiul 

Tot*i. 


( %r ( Single 

Carlow. . J } s'£g| i , td “ d ' Vidowcd - 
l F ' ( Maine d anil Widowed, 




13 


i» 


!■ 


38 


107 


37 

1 


'! 


7 


1 


3 


1 




*3 




240 


23t 

44 


7 

s 


486 


/ 


“ 




! u 


. 


*6 


*7 


12 


12 


4 


*2 


6 


a 


*i 






f\r ( Single, .... 

Dublin, . 4 ' ’ J tS?" - ?*’' 1 • ind *“ow*a, 
1 F. J s,n F* - 

L l Married and Widowed, 


23 


68 


79 


72 


187 


440 

14 


270 

30 


122 

20 


31 

23 


19 


fi 

21 


17 


3 

10 


0 




1,335 

189 


700 




2547 


! # 






UO 
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III. — Table shcnviug the Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland— from each County and 
Province during the year 1884. and the number of Emigrants to every 1,000 of the Population. 
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14-7 
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24 
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1,124 


137 


12 


23 


9 
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178 
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14,383 


517 


69 


487 


3 
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99 
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Total, Natives of Ireland, 
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